THE  FOUR   GEORGES
"latakia, 22 Oct. 1813.
"You must not be alarmed and fancy that I
am going to keep up a correspondence with you, but
I cannot avoid thanking you for your letter (which I
received a few days ago), and also for the trouble you
have taken about the poor victim, who has been driven
by the plague from his retreat, but yet I hope has
rather bettered his situation. All you say is very just,
but to say the truth it does not quite please me to
hear rich men complain of poverty: however, God will
take care of his creatures in this and every other country.
The English world are about as good-natured as I
believed them to be; to ridicule a person said to be
starving in a burning desert is very charitable, but
poor souls their imagination is as miserable as their
humanity is bounded, for it never I suppose entered
their heads that I carried everything before me, and
was crowned under the triumphal arch at Palmyra,
pitched my tent amidst thousands of Arabs, and spent a
month with these very interesting people. Let the
great learn of them hospitality and liberality. I have
seen an Arab strip himself to his shirt to give clothes
to those he thought needed them more than himself.
I have suffered great fatigue, it is very true, because all
my people were such cowards, and they gave me a
good deal of trouble, but yet I cannot regret past
hardships, as it has given me the opportunity of seeing
what is so curious and interesting, the manners and
customs of the most free and independent people in
the world. . . .
"In about a week I repair to a pretty convent at the
foot of Lebanon for the winter.   The Pasha of Acre
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